
 

Syllabus for Miss Golda’s Advanced Placement:  
English Literature and Composition 

 
Introduction: 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the challenges of reading 
and writing at the college level.  Even if students are not going to major in English in 
college, this course will still provide the core skills required in reading and writing at the 
collegiate level.  Students will learn how to analyze and respond to literature through 
different perspectives and theories.  Students will be challenged to express their own 
personal opinions on the literature read and be able to support those opinions with 
evidence from the text. 
 
Course Objectives: 
Students will... 

● Analyze literature through social and historical contexts. 
● Analyze literature through the use of an author’s tone, voice, figurative 

language, rhetoric, etc. 
● Compare and contrast different genres of literature: poetry, drama, short 

fiction and novels. 
● Create written responses that analyze the author’s use of tone, voice, 

figurative language, rhetoric, etc. 
● Use textual evidence as support for their original and unique 

interpretations of the literature.  
● Prepare to do acceptable work on the Advanced Placement English 

Literature and Composition Exam. 
● Build and strengthen discussion skills. 
● Build and strengthen vocabulary and key concepts required to master the 

Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition Exam. 
● Create well-crafted written responses under particular time constraints 

similar to that of the Advanced Placement English Literature and 
Composition Exam. 

 
Reading: This will be a challenging reading load - every bit will help on the exam! 

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 
A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway 
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brönte 
The Awakening by Kate Chopin 
Beloved by Toni Morrison 
Hamlet, Othello, or King Lear by William Shakespeare 
The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde 

Additional short stories, poems, speeches, articles, and texts… 
 
The reading schedule will be intense for this course.  While we will discuss the current 
book weekly in class, most reading will be expected to be completed outside of the 
classroom. 

 



 

 
Classroom Expectations: 

Respect - You are expected to be respectful to yourself and others (including 
other students and the teacher) AT ALL TIMES.  We will be discussing sensitive issues 
and expressing personal ideas throughout the year.  While you may disagree with 
others, you must do so in a gracious and respectful manner. 
 

***The use of cell phones is RESTRICTED in this classroom.  Phones should 
remain away during class time unless instructed to use it.  You must ask for permission 
to use your cell phone!!!  I will make it very clear when cell phones can be used for 
activities in this classroom.*** 
 

Attendance - You are expected to be IN YOUR SEAT when the bell rings. 
You will be marked tardy if you arrive after the bell without a pass.  If you are absent 
from my class, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to check with me to see what you missed 
and when you can make up any work/quizzes/tests.  Make sure to check the hanging 
folder on the wall by the windows to collect any paper handouts.  Homework and 
assignments will be posted on Genesis and on Google Classroom.   

   
Materials - You should come to class with a pen/pencil, our book, and a 

three-ring binder.  These items will be used on a DAILY BASIS.  You will receive many 
hand-outs.  A three-ring binder is a much better way to organize your notes, 
hand-outs, assessments than just folding it into a book.  I promise to always have 
notebook paper for you to use!   
 
Grades: If you put in the effort, you will do well!   Grades will be based on a points 
system so that you may know your grade at all times.  All you must do is divide the 
number of points you have earned by the number of possible points! 
 

Homework/Classwork - You will have homework (reading, questions, 
etc.) to complete on a nightly basis.  This is the FOUNDATION for our classwork, 
so if you neglect the homework it will be impossible for you to do well in this 
class.  Other assignments completed in class may be collected and count 
towards your grade as well. 

Quizzes - You will often have Reading and Vocabulary Quizzes.  Most 
quizzes will be announced ahead of time, but I reserve the right to hold a quiz 
unannounced, especially if I feel the class is not doing the work. 

Tests/Papers/Projects - For every major piece of literature, you will have 
a test, which will often be accompanied by an essay and project.   

Participation - You will have an opportunity to earn 4 points every day 
our class meets that will go towards a weekly class participation grade.  Those 
four categories are: arriving to class on time, having all materials for class, 
contributing to class effectively, and using technology appropriately.   

 

 



 

Late Work - I will accept late work for most assignments throughout the 
school year.  I would rather you take the time to complete the assignment than 
not do it at all.  For each school day an assignment is late, your potential grade 
earned will be dropped by a letter grade.  You have up to five school days to 
hand in an assignment before it becomes a 0.  If there are unusual 
circumstances, please talk to me about it so we can come up with a plan! 

 

Days Late  1 Day Late  2 Days Late  3 Days Late  4 Days Late  5 Days Late 

Percentage 
Possible 

89%  79%  69%  65%  50% 

 
***A note on plagiarism: Plagiarism is an unacceptable form of cheating. 

If any work is found to be copied from another student or professional source 
without the proper citation, the work will receive a zero.*** 

 
Extra Help - If you need to make up any work or need extra help, I am available 
most days during lunch or after school in Room 200.  Check with me ahead of time so I 
know to expect you.  Also, please feel free to e-mail me at sgolda@belvideresd.org if 
you need any help.  I am here to help guide you and to make this experience as 
rewarding as possible! 

 
Technology Sign-Ups: 

Parent Portal/Genesis - All of your grades will be there! 
Google Classroom - Code: 08x2sra 
Turn It In - Class ID: 21444770  Enrollment Key: GoldaPd4 
Remind - Text 81010  Code: @goldaengp4  

 


